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The Thematic Process in the First Movement of Beethoven’s Symphony No. 7:

Dialectic development by four musical pitch materials and three rhythm patterns

Takayuki INADA

This paper covers the first movement of the Symphony No. 7 by Beethoven, which has yet to be analyzed
in detail due to the clarity of the unity of rthythms, despite a popular one of Beethoven's symphonies, to try to
re-interpret the music through the keywords of the "thematic process." The first eight bars of the introduction
has the function to disclose musical materials in this movement, and represents a development of the
presentation of motives at the each outset of his Symphonies No. 5 and No. 6, “The Pastoral Symphony.” The
materials are four musical pitches, i.e., disjunct motion, conjunct motion, chromatic scale, and tautophony.

These materials are combined in different ways in the sonata form governed by dotted rhythms. The point
is that the dotted rhythms of the main theme play the themmatic process while opposing the dotted rhythms
that are sharpened by the insert of sixteenth rests. Further, these rhythm materials are combined in various
manners with the above four musical pitches, thereby forming the thematic process onward to the coda.

After the chromatic ostinato bass gives rise to the biggest antithesis in the coda as the music develops, the
musical pinnacle is brought about as tautophony of dotted rhythms forms conjunct and disjunct motions. It is
worth noting that this music is a whole new one that is not found in the main part of sonata form. Therefore,
whereas in the thematic process of the first movement of the Symphony No. 3, “The Eroica Symphony,”
the unity by the main theme goes through diversification and reaches the victory of this theme, the thematic
process of the first movement of the Symphony No. 7 starts with unity, goes through diversity, is dissolved

into further diversity, and ultimately sublimed to a new combination of musical materials.
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