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Class Research Concerning the Devices for Expression Reflecting the Content of the Lyrics

Masahiko YAMAZAKI

Many teachers feel difficulty teaching pupils who are supposed to sing with an understanding of the
content of the lyrics, and to sing “with emotion and intention suitable for lyrics and the music itself.” (The
Government Course Guidelines for Elementary Schools, Music, Content, Singing, b) While pupils are
learning about the meaning of the lyrics of the songs, they don’t sing, that is, music is not heard for a long
time in the class. The class is not like a music class, but just like a Japanese class.

Even while learning about the meaning of the content of the lyrics, music must be heard. In addition, the
class should help the pupils with learning basic knowledge of singing and improving singing skills, and
contribute to the development of the abilities of thought, judgment, and expression.

Seven music teachers of an elementary school worked together to improve the class for 5" and 6" grade
pupils in this research. The teachers try to teach “the content of the lyrics of the music”, from the very
beginning, letting the pupils think about the content of the lyrics. So these seven teachers have decided to let
the pupils think about the content of the words after they have become accustomed to singing the song with
the knowledge of where to sing loudly or where to sing softly. For example, when the teacher asks the pupils
why the song rises in at the end of the song, they naturally come to think that this is to express the meaning of
the words, and they feel that learning the meaning of the words is necessary.

At the same time, some pupils can understand the concept of the content, but their vocabulary or their skill
is not enough to express what they feel even though the pupils feel the content of the lyrics deeply. Some of

the seven teachers have reported that the pupils’ feelings depend on which song was chosen in class.
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